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Romans 8:6-9a (NRSV) 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does 

not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot 

please God. But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of 

God dwells in you. 

 

John 11:20-29 (NRSV) 

When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 

stayed at home.  Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died.  But even now I know that God will give you whatever you 

ask of him.”  Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  Martha said to him, 

“I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.”  Jesus said to 

her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though 

they die, will live,  and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do 

you believe this?”  She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 

Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 

privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.”  And when she heard it, she 

got up quickly and went to him.  

 

John 11:32-44 (NRSV) 

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to 

him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”  When Jesus 

saw her weeping, and the people who came with her also weeping, he was 

greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.  He said, “Where have you laid 

him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”  Jesus began to weep.  So the 

people said, “See how he loved him!”  But some of them said, “Could not he who 

opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 



Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 

was lying against it.  Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the 

dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead 

four days.”  Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would 

see the glory of God?”  So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward 

and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me.  I knew that you always hear 

me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 

believe that you sent me.”  When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 

“Lazarus, come out!”  The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 

strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, 

and let him go.” 

 

Our Communal Prayer 

Heavenly Creator, Holy is Your name! 

Use us as Your hands to do Your good will on earth, here and now. 

Give to us according to our need.  

Have mercy on us and give us better than we have deserved.  

Help us repay wrongdoings with love, forgiveness, and compassion. 

Guide us through troubled times. 

Show us how to spread love instead of evil. 

May You be glorified, and may Your love reign supreme forever and always. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

May you have faith and dedication to the Good, even in times of uncertainty! 

May the Spirit stir you to actions that align with your prayers! 

May you be unbound and welcomed into full joy of life with your loved ones and 

community! 


